
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MAY 6, 2020 

 

The Commissioner Work Session of May 6, 2020 meeting was called to order at 3:07 p.m.  

The meeting was held via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of Public Meetings was 

read by the Administrator.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko 

and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor, and 

Borough Clerk. 

 

There were no public comments made at this time. 
 

The first item discussed was the request from the Farmer’s Market to be able to open 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Administrator reviewed the restrictions the Farmer’s 

Market had indicated would be put in place.  Originally the site requested was the 

Borough Hall parking lot, but communications were received prior to the start of the 

meeting stated that they had been talking with Archer & Griener for the use of their 

parking lot.  The Commissioners reviewed what they would require for the Farmer’s Market 

to open; i.e., 6 foot minimum distance protocol, written permission from the property 

owner, insurance information, etc.  Parking issues for Archer & Griener personnel should 

they be coming to the office on the weekends was mentioned.  The Commissioners 

agreed that they preferred the Archer & Griner parking lot, as it was more conducive to 

drive-thru pickups.  They also agreed that they would only be approving drive-thru 

pickups at this time.  Discussions would be held at a later date as to what conditions need 

to be met before letting them back into Kings Court.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated 

that she was concerned about vendors with family members working with them, versus 

employees and the social distancing that would be necessary.  The Solicitor suggested 

also setting up parking restrictions to allow for pickup.  The Administrator stated that this 

would be drive up only; walking would be addressed at some point later.   

 

Kim Custer, Evergreen Lane, asked for an update on the Boxwood Hall property, as well 

as the land swap with the Board of Education (BOE) regarding part of the Bancroft site 

and Radnor Field.  The Borough Administrator provided the updated information. 

 

Elise Feishans, Walnut Street, asked if there were handouts for this meeting.  The 

Administrator explained how that could be accessed. 

 

The Commissioners then began discussing what would be required to start opening up 

various things within the Borough.  It was agreed that for the businesses to open up the 

Governor would be the one to authorize that and there was nothing for the 

Commissioners to do.  They also discussed the possibility of changing the parking on Kings 

Highway to allow for 5 to 10 minute stopping only for pre-ordered items to be picked up 

from stores, should that be the first move by the Governor.  Also discusses was the 

possibility of having to allow for social distancing within the parking lots, should they only 

be allowed to utilize 50% of the spaces.  Additionally, the businesses would need to look 

at their floor layouts to ensure that social distancing protocols could be maintained.  Use 

of appropriate Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) would also be necessary.  

Commissioner Kasko suggested that the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) would be 

able to get such information out to the businesses, to which Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

agreed.  Mayor Rochford asked if there was any information on how the businesses and 



the landlords were working together during these restrictions.  Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich replied that there have been some permanent business closings, but from what 

she has heard the businesses and landlords have been working together.  The 

Commissioners then talked about what types of Borough buildings would be opened first; 

i.e., Borough Hall, Police Dept., Fire Dept., and Public Works facilities would open first, with 

the Mabel Kay Senior Center and 65 Club facilities opening at a later date.  The libraries 

were closed by the Governor, so he would be the one to open those.  Mayor Rochford 

noted that the Governor did extend the State of Emergency to June 5, 2020.  The 

Administrator commented that based on that all Borough buildings will remain closed.  

The Commissioners agreed.  The Commissioners briefly touched on what was being done 

with the courts.  The Administrator asked the Commissioners what they wanted in place 

before opening Borough Hall back up.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich suggested plexiglass 

barriers between the public and staff, as well as reconfiguring the Administration Office 

so that there was a counter similar to the Tax Office.   

 

Mayor Rochford reviewed a request to use the back yard of the 65 Club to continue Tai 

Chi classes there.  The Commissioners agreed that they would not approve that use at 

this time.  The Mayor also commented that he has heard from some residents asking 

about using the tennis and basketball courts.  The Administrator advised that the 

Governor has left decisions for these types of facilities up to the municipalities and asked 

the Commissioners if they wanted to follow the State on their decisions for parks, fields, 

courts, etc.  The Mayor suggested looking at these on a case-by-case basis.  

Commissioner Kasko stated that if the Governor opens things back up the residents are 

going to assume that we have done the same.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich pointed out 

that not all sports allow for social distancing.  The Commissioners were asked how they 

wanted to proceed should there be gatherings in parks and such as the weather warms 

up.  They agreed that there should just be warnings for now.  Mayor Rochford pointed 

out that he is already seeing people wearing masks as they should.  Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich agreed that she is seeing the same and talked about various ways the Borough 

could encourage mask use.  The Administrator confirmed that the Commissioners would 

not be approving public events until the restrictions have been lessened.   

 

The Administrator then asked if the Commissioners would continue the changes in the 

parking fees and restrictions and noted that the Police Department has received requests 

for refunds on permits that were purchased and not used due to the pandemic.  After a 

brief discussion the Commissioners agreed that additional information was needed 

before they could make a decision. 

 

A request to open the community gardens back up was then reviewed.  Commissioner 

Bianco Bezich advised that she has talked to the Attorney General’s office (AG) on this 

topic.  They are advising that no more than 10 people should be allowed at one time, 

everyone would have to wear face masks and suggested that a schedule be established 

for people to sign up for times.  Additionally, she feels that there should be no shared 

tools, with the exception of the wheelbarrow, which would need to be disinfected 

between uses.  After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed that the gardens could 

be opened under these guidelines and that use of the wheelbarrow would require gloves 

and disinfecting after use.  The Commissioners agreed that the community gardens could 

be opened Saturday, May 9th at 6:00 a.m. with the requirements in place.  Mayor 



Rochford suggested that this would be 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The Commissioners agreed.  

The Mayor then reviewed a request for use of the tennis courts.  The Commissioners 

agreed to getting additional information on opening up for this use; however, they 

agreed to not allow doubles games if they do open the courts up.  The Administrator will 

reach out to the Recreation Director to see what can be done about setting up a 

schedule for court use.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich will reach out to the AG’s office 

about whether or not private tennis clubs can be opened.  The Commissioners agreed 

that if the tennis courts are opened then they will need to be locked up each night.  It 

was also agreed that the Commissioners would reserve the right to closes the courts if 

there are issues. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then talked about the Haddonfield Education Association (HEA) 

wanting to do something for the graduation seniors on June 18th, but nothing had been 

finalized at this time.  The Commissioners agreed unanimously that they would cooperate 

with having something to help celebrate the graduation. 

 

The May 12th agenda was then reviewed.  The Administrator asked the Commissioners if 

they would like to amend the previously approved resolution regarding the extended 

grace period for the 2nd quarter tax payments since the Governor extended the State of 

Emergency to June 1st.  The Commissioners agreed to change the date.  It was also 

agreed to add a resolution authorizing the advertisement of sealed bids for the Kings 

Court electrical improvements.  There were not other questions or comments regarding 

the May 12th agenda. 

 

Commissioner Bianco Bezich advised the Commissioners that she has proposed changes 

to the PfH budget because of the COVID-19 pandemic, which deal with adjusting line-

item amounts and reallocating them in a manner that is consistent with dealing with the 

pandemic.  However, she had not heard back from PfH at this time.  Mayor Rochford 

noted that monies should be redirected so changes can be made to help our businesses 

to survive, to which Commissioner Kasko agreed. 

 

The Administrator then briefly talked about the status of the 2020 Borough Budget, which 

would be addressed later this year now that the emergency temporary budget had 

been previously approved by the Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Kasko confirmed that there were no further questions to be asked by the 

public.  As there were none he made a motion at 4:42 p.m. to adjourn the meeting.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the motion, which was then approved 

unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


